
Aledo graduate Austin 
Underwood’s ‘Under-
dawgs’ food truck big hit 
in area
By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

In his desire to become a chef, 
Aledo High School 1999 graduate 
Austin Underwood has taken the 
necessary steps and put in the 
work to see his franchise, “Austin’s 
Underdawgs” take off.

Underwood’s food truck was on 
hand last week at the Aledo High 
School home tennis tournament, 
but it was rained out. During the 
delay before the cancelation of the 
tournament, Underwood sold his 
patented hot dogs out of his food 
truck.

Underwood, who has Down 
Syndrome, has always wanted to 
own a restaurant. Since Austin had 
never learned to read, he was not a 
good candidate for a chef job, but 
he quickly learned skills to be an 
excellent prep chef in the Eastern 
New Mexico University cafeteria. 

Underwood began classes at 
Eastern New Mexico when he 
was 21. He attended a vocational 
program at ENMSU designed for 
people with special needs and/or 
limited abilities.

His mother, Jan, said Austin’s 
love of food had him “yearning to 
own his own restaurant.” More than 

a decade and a half later, Austin is 
taking his show on the road selling 
“Underdawg Hot Dogs” in his trav-
eling “Dawgmobile.”

After college, Underwood 
took jobs at an area McDonald’s, 
Albertson’s café and eventually 
Campisi’s which eventually led to 
Underwood’s new venture – sell-

ing his specialty-made hot dogs 
from the truck at various events or 
parties.

Underwood was certified under 
a program in Chicago at Vienna 
Beef ’s Hot Dog University, similar 
to the McDonald’s program in the 
Windy City called “Hamburger U.”

He developed a menu which 

also includes a vegetarian dog, 
“The Un-Dawg” along with his 
most popular dog, “The Straw 
Dog” which is a frankfurter with 
“dawg sauce,” bacon bits and 
grilled onions served on a toasted 
bun.
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BEARCAT GROWTH 
COMMITTEE

Group sees facts, 
challenges of 
student growth
Surge in property values 
could pay for bond issue
By Bob Buckel
The Community News

Just like the communities it 
serves, the Aledo school district is 
growing. That reality comes with 
both a challenge and a blessing.

The challenge? The district 
needs to build more classrooms to 
educate those children.

The blessing? The district’s 
underlying property wealth is also 
growing, providing the tax revenue 
to meet those needs — as long as 
voters approve.

But while voters will likely be 
asked to approve a bond issue 
in November, it’s possible no tax 
increase will be needed to pay for 
it. Growth projections in Aledo ISD 
indicate there’s enough room to 
fund $105 million to $137 million 
in new bonds without raising the 
tax rate.

“With the value growth and the 
assumptions that we’ve made, we 
think that we would be able to do 
the most critical projects and not 
have to increase that tax rate,” Earl 
Husfeld, the district’s chief finan-
cial officer, told the Bearcat Growth 
Committee last Thursday.

The meeting, held at the dis-
trict’s teacher training center, was 
designed to give the committee’s 
38 members a look at finances and 
projected growth. Husfeld, super-
intendent Dr. Susan Bohn, and 
bond advisor Josh McLaughlin all 
spoke and fielded questions during 
the three-hour session, the group’s 
third.

Husfeld presented an overview 
of the district’s financial condi-
tion, explaining the two tax rates 
— M&O, or maintenance and oper-
ations, and I&S, or interest and 
sinking.

The M&O tax rate, currently 
set at the state maximum of $1.17 
per $100 in property values, pays 
for the school district’s day-to-day 
operations — salaries, transporta-
tion, utilities, insurance, etc. That 
part of AISD’s budget is roughly 
$50 million, with $41 million fund-
ed by local property taxes.

State funding, Husfeld noted, 
has steadily gone down as the dis-
trict’s property wealth has increased. 
This year the taxpayers of Aledo will 
send about $1.2 million back to the 
state as part of the “Robin Hood” 
school finance system.

The legislature, which is cur-
rently in session, has pledged to do 
something about that system, but 
it’s anybody’s guess what that will 
be.

Turn to WALSH, page 4

Top Underdawg

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Austin Underwood poses in front of his “Dawgmobile,” a food truck where he sells his specialty hot dogs. 
Underwood, who has Down Syndrome, is a 1999 Aledo High School graduate.

Turn to UNDERDAWG, page 3
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Willow Park Police Officer Clarissa Wolfe and the rest 
of the force are eager to give citizens, young and old, a 
glimpse of the human side of police work during the city’s 
Citizen’s Police Academy. The 10-week course is set to 
begin March 21.

ALEDO ISD

District receives 
good financial news
Staff Reports
The Community News

Aledo ISD has received state rec-
ognition for its commitment to finan-
cial responsibility and management 
of taxpayer dollars.

The district got an “A” rating for 
“Superior Achievement” under Texas’ 
School FIRST financial accountability 
rating system. The rating is the state’s 
highest, demonstrating the quality of 
Aledo ISD’s financial management 
and reporting systems.

It marked the 15th straight year 
the district has received the highest 
rating, based on an analysis of staff 
and student data and audited budget 
and actual financial data.

“We are very proud of earning the 
Superior Achievement Rating for the 
15th consecutive year,” said school 
board president Hoyt Harris. “We 
are diligent in our commitment to 
financial responsibility and this rating 
helps provide our stakeholders with 
evidence of our dedication to sound 
fiscal management and reporting.”

ALEDO ISD

Visiting Austin
Staff Reports
The Community News

Superintendent, board 
members meet with  
legislators in Austin

Aledo ISD school board mem-
bers and Superintendent Dr. Susan 
K. Bohn traveled to Austin Tuesday 
to advocate for the district and pub-
lic schools.

Trustees Bobby J Rigues, Forrest 
Collins, and David Lear, along with 
Dr. Bohn, visited the State Capitol 
and met with Senators Beverly 
Powell and Pat Fallon, Rep. Phil 
King, and legislative staff members, 
who represent the voters of Aledo 
ISD.

Topics included the district’s leg-
islative priorities, adopted by the 
school board in December, includ-
ing protecting local decision-mak-
ing, issues related to fast growth, 
and additional funding to support 
Aledo schools.

Aledo ISD is expected to add 
more than 2,600 students over the 
next five years.

Turn to AUSTIN, page 3Turn to FINANCE, page 3
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I&S tax rate below cap
The ground on the other side of 

the equation is more solid, and the 
committee focused most of its atten-
tion Thursday on the I&S tax rate.

The state cap on that rate is 50 
cents, but Aledo is well below that 
with a rate of 42.5 cents.

The good news? The state can’t 
recapture any of that money. The 
only thing it can be used for is to 
repay principal and interest on 
bonds approved by the voters.

Projections indicate Aledo ISD 
can issue more than $100 million 
in additional bonds without raising 
that rate. That is due to the age of 
the debt, the strength of the bond 
market, and the pace at which Aledo 
has been repaying and refinancing 
its bonds.

“That’s the goal,” Husfeld said. 
“With what we’re talking about now, 
bond capacity, things like that, [no 
rate increase is needed] at this point 
in time.”

McLaughlin, who serves as direc-
tor of Texas public finance for BOK 
Financial Securities,  pointed out 

that since 2006, Aledo ISD has saved 
taxpayers more than $34 million in 
interest by re-funding and repaying 
bonds, and using variable rate bonds 
to lower interest rates.

Over that time, the district has 
re-funded $144.2 million in bonds 
from 1998, 2001 2005, 2006 and 
2008, taking advantage of lower 
interest rates to save a total of $25.6 
million in interest. Using vari-
able-rate bonds has brought further 
savings, and for the past two years 
the district has pre-paid more than 
$3.5 million in bonded debt.

“That’s saving the taxpayers $1.1 
million in future interest costs, but 
more importantly, generating $3.5 
million of future bond capacity for 
no tax revenues,” McLaughlin said.

His slides showed Aledo ISD 
as compared to 11 other districts 
in the Dallas/Fort Worth area who 
have similar student population and 
growth rates. In that group, Aledo 
ranks first in unassigned operating 
fund balance — its saving account — 
and assessed valuation per student. 
It is last in bond principal as a per-
centage of taxable value.

“At the end of the day, what this 
shows is that you are a wealthy 
school district,” he said. “When you 

think about how many kids will be 
going through those facilities over 
the next 30 to 40 years, and you take 
that into account, your debt per stu-
dent is actually extremely low.”

Growth coming fast and 
steady

To do a Nov. 5 bond election, 
the school board would need to 
call the election before Aug. 19. 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn, 
who reviewed attendance zones and 
growth, said the growth in the dis-
trict is not a surprise — but it is a 
reality.

Overall, student enrollment in 
Aledo ISD is up by nearly 400 stu-
dents this year over last year. The 
district’s newest elementary cam-
pus, Walsh Elementary School, is 
projected to be at 150 percent of its 
capacity by the 2021-22 school year.

“Walsh is blowing through capac-
ity,” Bohn said. “This was not unex-
pected. Walsh opened with 323 kids, 
but it has a capacity of 675. The zone 
was drawn in a way to deal with that 
growth.”

Bohn spoke at the end of the 
meeting, putting together some pos-
sible components of a bond proposal 
that are preliminary and not yet 

ready for the public. But in general, 
she said, a new elementary and a 
new middle school are needed, along 
with upgrades at other campuses.

Voters in Aledo ISD defeated 
bond issues in 2007, 2014 and 2017, 
but approved bonds in 2008 and 
2015.

Committee co-chair Christi 
James said it’s vital that the public 
understands the need.

“I don’t have kids in school, but 
I’m a business owner and a home-
owner, and I can tell you the school 
district is what brought my husband 
and I here,” she said. “Our proper-
ty values, our businesses and our 
community are only as good as the 
school system.”

She challenged members of the 
committee to get the word out.

As the meeting drew to a close, 
co-chair Jim Scott pointed out that 
there was a perception during the 
2017 bond election that the district 
was mismanaged.

“‘Wasteful spending’ is a com-
ment you hear,” he said. “But every-
thing we’ve heard here today is com-
pletely to the contrary to that. That 
$34 million savings by pre-paying 
— our job is to get that out there.”

Another member noted that 

during the last election, the oppo-
sition sent out a flyer with the word 
“debt” in huge letters.

“I thought it was very effective, 
and had a lot of impact on the elec-
tion going down,” they said. “The… 
perception that was laid that the 
district can’t manage their funds, 
that they’re over their head in debt, 
which is not the case. But that infor-
mation is not out there.”

The committee is scheduled to 
meet again March 7, possibly at 
Walsh Elementary, to study instruc-
tion and technology costs.

Members include Kelly Arnold, 
Robert Cox, Brent Cummings, 
Allison Dearman, Kelly Dishman, 
Nicki Dover, Mike Fernihough, 
Shawna Ford, Kathy Fry, Jennifer 
Gamez, Peter Healey, Paul 
Heckathorn, Deven Jacobs, Lakeshia 
Jarreau, Nick Lester, Glenna Loftin, 
Maggie Lozano, Mercedes Mayer, 
Dawn McNair, Matt Morris, David 
Nance, Sterling Naron, Ryan 
Pipkin, Suzi Prokell, Jeremy Pruett, 
Dan Reilley, Caroline Rekerdes, 
Jaime Saenz, Arlene Shelton, 
Lauren Stockon, Jeff Streetman, 
Bobby Taylor, Jeremy Thompson, 
Chad Tregallas, Jeff Wade and 
Mandy Wurster.

Lois Ann Ward 
McKown

Lois Ann McKown, 85, 
passed away on February 
19, 2019, in Fort Worth 
from complications of 
breast cancer.  

Her husband, Ray 
McKown, 86, had recently 
died on January 7, 2019.  
The couple, who married 
in Fort Worth in 1954, had last cele-
brated 64 years together.

Lois Ann was born in Fort 
Worth on January 21, 1934. The 
McKowns had lived in many 
states before they made their home 
in Dallas, and later in Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado. They both grad-
uated from TCU in 1954 where they 
were  Senior Class Favorites.

Lois Ann was a 1952 debutant 
in the Steeplechase Men’s Club in 
Fort Worth.  She was a past member 
of the Dallas Junior League, the Chi 
Omega Alumni Club, and in Colorado 
the Strings Music Festival where 
she was an active volunteer. Early 
in her marriage, she was a teacher, 

and later a concierge in 
a Steamboat hotel. They 
were avid skiers and golf-
ers throughout their lives.

She is survived by 
son Mark McKown (wife 
Tammy) of Farmerville, 
Louisiana, daughter Emily 
McKown of Bedford, and 
sister Kay Davis (husband 
Richard) of Willow Park.

She is also survived by grand-
children Michael McKown (wife 
Maile) of Charleston, South Carolina 
and Kallie Reece (husband Chris) of 
Spring, Texas.

She is survived by great-grand-
children Mallory, Mason, Madeline 
Reece, and Ann and Scott 
Schingle. She is survived by many 
nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Services for Lois Ann were 
scheduled for 3:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 28 at Greenwood Chapel in Fort 
Worth. Donations in lieu of flowers 
to the Methodist Children’s Home in 
Waco would be welcome.
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State Representative Phil King 
and Senator Pat Fallon recognized 
Weatherford College’s sesquicen-
tennial Monday with House Bill 
503 and Senate Resolution No. 257.

“Join me in congratulating 
Weatherford College as one of the 
oldest colleges in Texas, established 
in 1869 serving Parker, Palo Pinto, 
Hood, Jack and Wise counties,” 
King said. “Congratulations on 
150.”

The House resolution stated, 
in part, “be it resolved, that … 
the 86th Legislature hereby com-
memorates the sesquicentennial of 
Weatherford College and extends 
to the members of the college com-
munity sincere best wishes for con-
tinued success.”

In his remarks on the Senate 
floor, Fallon recognized Dr. Tod 
Allen Farmer, WC president, and 
Sue Coody, board vice chair, who 
were attending with a large contin-

gent from Parker County.
“Thank you so much and wel-

come to your senate and congratu-
lations on your anniversary,” Fallon 
said. “You’re looking great for 150, 
and here’s to 150 more.”

Coody’s presence was espe-
cially significant because her late 
husband, Bill Coody, represented 
Parker County in the Texas House 
from 1972 to 1984.

The resolutions capped off 
Parker County Day, organized 
by the Weatherford Chamber of 
Commerce and the Springtown 
Chamber of Commerce.

“We are so appreciative of 
Representative King, Senator 
Fallon, and the chambers for this 
recognition,” Farmer said. “This 
region is very proud of Weatherford 
College, and this sesquicentennial 
year continues to highlight how 
Weatherford College has been 
changing lives for 150 years.” 
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Up to 4 days/wk
9am to 2pm

Mass Times: 5:30 pm – Saturday 
8:00 am & 10:30 am – Sunday

For more information contact the  
Parish Office at 817-441-3500 or visit our  
website www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

16250 Old Weatherford Road • Aledo, Texas

Church Directory
Willow Park Church of Christ

721 Ranch House Rd. 
Willow Park, TX
817-441-9056

It’s All About Jesus
Philippians 2:5-11 “Have this mind in you...”

Sunday Bible Class 
9:30 am

Worship Service 
10:30 am

www.willowparkchurchofchrist.com

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Read on the Go  EPC Library to offer e-books, 6
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hearing
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Soccer Style
Willie Maloney is sharp-dressed 

and All-State

Sports

ON 
THE SIDE

Season Football 

Ticket Renewals

The Aledo ISD Bearcat Store 

is requesting updates from 

2012 football season ticket 

holders. If your address has 

changed, please email mcart-

er@aledo.k12.tx.us or call 817-

441-8327 before January 23. 

Season ticket renewals will be 

sent by mail to the addresses 

on file after that date.

1187 Construction 

Update
Crews with McMahon 

Construction working on the 

widening of FM 1187 expected 

to have the new dedicated left 

turn lane from FM 1187 on to 

Bailey Ranch Road completed 

by Friday, Jan. 18. Officials 

with TxDOT have said they 

believe this improvement will 

help traffic move more effi-

ciently through that intersec-

tion during the morning and 

afternoon school commute. 

In addition, crews will be 

working in front of Sonic on 

Friday and Saturday (Jan. 18 

and 19), but they will have a 

temporary entrance into the 

Sonic available for customers. 

As work moves into the week 

of Jan. 21, crews will continue 

their excavation of the original 

north bound lane of FM 1187 

as well as the installation of 

the storm drainage system.

Spring Baseball 

Registration

Aledo Athletics, Inc. has 

announced that online reg-

istration will be available 

through Jan. 31 for players 

returning from 2012. In-person 

signups for new and all other 

players will be from 9 a.m. to 

2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 19 at the 

McAnally Intermediate School 

cafeteria. New players should 

take a copy of his/her birth 

certificate for age verifica-

tion. Fees are $140 for ages 

5 and up, and $80 for ages 

3-4 (honkball). Tryouts will 

be Feb. 9-10 at times to be 

announced. For more informa-

tion, visit www.aledoathletics.

com or email info@aledoath-

letics.com.

Bridge Closure 

announced

Parker County Pct. 4 

Commissioner Dusty Renfro 

has announced that the bridge 

on Crown Road will be closed 

for repairs and widening. Work 

is scheduled to begin Jan. 21 

and is expected to be com-

pleted and reopened to the 

public by Feb. 15. This bridge 

is located on Crown Road, 

about one mile east of Mikus 

Road. Alternative routes will 

be Mikus Road, East Lake and 

Ranch House Road.

Aledo Chili Supper

The annual Aledo Chili 

Supper, Silent Auction and 

Style Show will run from 5-

8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 26 at 

the Aledo Community Center, 

104 Robinson Court, across 

from City Hall. Tickets are $5 

per adult and $3 per child 8 

and under. Tickets may be 

purchased at Aledo City Hall, 

East Parker County Library 

or the East Parker County 

Chamber of Commerce. All 

proceeds go to benefit the 

Aledo Community Center.

ALEDO ISD

School 
board 
to hire 
additional 

police 
offi cer
◗ Budget revision 

approved for new hire

By Jennifer Retter

The Community News

In light of the shooting at Sandy 

Hook Elementary, the Aledo ISD 

School Board voted to hire an addi-

tional police offi cer to start work in 

February.

“Security is a never-end-

ing quest at all of our schools,” 

Superintendent Dan Manning said 

at Monday evening’s school board 

meeting.

Manning proposed Aledo ISD 

bump its four-person police force up 

to fi ve. Secretary Johnny Campbell, 

Place 2, made the motion and 

Hoyt Harris, Place 7, seconded the 

motion. The motion was approved 

unanimously.

Manning said the school board 

would look for an applicant with 

both police and educational train-

ing. He said the interview process 

would require applicants to speak 

with Aledo ISD police and Aledo 

ISD educators. 

Currently, Aledo ISD employs 

14 reserve police offi cers for vari-

ous tasks. Manning said the board 

would also look into using the 

reserve offi cers more effi ciently.

Subsequent to the decision to 

hire an additional police offi cer, the 

board voted to amend the budget to 

set aside funds for the new offi cer.

CFO Earl Husfeld said the 

district had money in the budget 

available to cover the new hire’s 

salary.  The anticipated cost of an 

additional police offi cer is $23,500 

from February to August 2013.

Steve Bartley, Place 4, made 

the motion to amend the budget 

and David Davis, Place 6, second-

ed the motion. The school board 

unanimously approved the budget 

amendment.

Manning said hiring an addi-

tional offi cer would tackle one part 

of his three-part plan to improve 

security in Aledo ISD schools. The 

other two parts include improving 

the hardware on outer doors in 

all schools and reconstructing the 

front door vestibule in Aledo High 

School.
Manning showed plans for 

a potential Aledo High School 

entrance. Currently, visitors can 

enter the school and walk any-

where, though signs instruct them 

to stop at the offi ce fi rst. The new 

plans showed a front entrance that 

requires visitors to pass through the 

offi ce before entering the school. 

To accomplish this plan, Aledo 

ISD would need to relocate the 

high school’s front offi ce and con-

struct a second set of doors. 

The school board will continue 

to discuss security improvements 

at future meetings.

See related story, page 2

TAKING SHAPE
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Decorative streetlights line the sides of Walsh Ranch Parkway at the southern end near I-30. Construction of an 

interchange with I-30 is expected to start in March.

WALSH RANCH

Cook Children’s Health Care System to 

build doctors’ offi ces in development

◗ As road construction 

chugs on, businesses 

turn eyes to new 

development

By Jennifer Retter

The Community News

Walsh Holdings, LLC has 

announced Cook Children’s Health 

Care System would construct doc-

tors’ offi ces in the new Walsh Ranch 

development.

Walsh Ranch, the new 7,275-

acre master development straddling 

I-30 and I-20 just east of Aledo, 

will bring 18,000 new homes to 

the area by build-out. Though the 

development lies in Fort Worth city 

limits, the majority of the homes 

will fall in Aledo ISD. 

Walsh Holdings Director of 

Real Estate Stacey Jandrucko said 

Cook Children’s had looked at the 

property for about a year, but only 

confi rmed for public release last 

Thursday, Jan. 10.

“Once the Walsh Ranch 

Interchange is complete and the lots 

are ready for sale, [Cook Children’s] 

will start constructing their profes-

sional building,” Jandrucko said. 

“That’s great news for us, and we’re 

really excited about it.”

Cook Children’s 20,000-square-

foot building will house profession-

al offi ces for 12 doctors, physicians, 

and pediatricians. Current plans 

show the building as a one-story 

development.

Malcolm Louden, president 

for Walsh Holdings and chairman 

on the board of Cook Children’s, 

said he estimates approximately 50 

people will be employed at the new 

building.

Cook Children’s new site will lay 

just east of Walsh Ranch Parkway, 

north of I-30, where Walsh Ranch 

development construction will 

begin. 
Next door to Cook Children’s, 

the City of Fort Worth hopes to 

construct a Fire Department.

According to the Fort Worth 

Capital Improvement Program’s 

Candidate Projects for 2014 Bond 

Report, the Walsh Ranch Fire 

Station has been recommended 

for the 2014-2018 bond session. 

Construction of the fi re station is 

expected to cost nearly $4.7 mil-

lion.
The report suggests building 

the fi re station to account for the 

expected population boom in the 

Walsh Ranch development. 

The Walsh Ranch Fire 

Department is ranked eighth on 

the list of bond projects out of 16 

recommended projects.

Construction Update

At this stage in Walsh Ranch’s 

building process, most of the focus 

goes toward constructing develop-

ment roads.

Walsh Ranch Parkway, the 

principal interior road running 

straight north from I-30 to Old 

Weatherford Road, is slated for a 

March 2013 completion. Grading 

on Walsh Ranch Parkway began a 

year and a half ago.

“Originally, we had an end 

of February completion date,” 

Jandrucko said. “The construction 

workers had some weather issues 

with all of the rainy days lately, so 

they pushed it back a little bit.” 

A secondary component of 

Walsh Ranch Parkway, identifi ed as 

the Walsh Ranch-Old Weatherford 

road connector, links the park-

way to the already-standing Old 

Weatherford road and will be com-

pleted alongside the project.

Eventually, Walsh Ranch 

Parkway will link to the I-30 west-

bound frontage road. Jandrucko 

said utilities located between the 

end of the parkway and the frontage 

road currently prevent the attach-

ment of the two roads. 

Construction crews are in the 

process of moving the utilities to 

allow for the connection. The front-

age road will also need building up 

to meet the start of Walsh Ranch 

Parkway.

Two cross streets of Walsh Ranch 

Parkway, Walsh Creek Boulevard 

and Quail Meadow Drive, have 

completed intersections. Aerial 

views of Walsh Creek Boulevard 

show traffi c lights in place.

A trail system will complement 

roads in the development. Walsh 

Ranch developers chose to imple-

ment an extensive trails throughout 

the area instead of sidewalks.

Turn to WALSH, page 6
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Landscape plans call for additional trees. Walsh Holdings Director of Real 

Estate Stacey Jandrucko said the land lacks substantial trees due to its his-

tory as ranch land.  
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WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

State legislature recognizes 150th anniversary

PHOTO BY TAMMY GAZZOLA, WEATHERFORD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

State Rep. Phil King, board member Sue Coody, 
and Weatherford College President Tod Farmer are 
shown in the Texas House Chamber.
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